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INTRODUCTION

Social life is only mecaninglul in the context of communication. Through communication, individual I:prq:ss"
their feelings, frustrations, cxcitement and the like. Communication takes a more meaningful dimension
when different cultures are involved. In this case the individual eultures could communicate within their
cultures and at the same lime communicale inter culturally. Communication in Nigeria at the National leved
is a good case in point. English as a medium or language is used to reach oul to as many members of thel
population as possible. 1

One can argue llmlll man is communication and communication is man. Languige, art and treraetiomm
important components of human existence, Through culture, man communicates his uniqueness 1o other
cultures. Through communication also individuals get their wishes done. The next part of this paper tricsto
give a working definition of communication. This will be followed by a discussion of the linkage between
communication development. This third part of the paper examines development in detail. Suggestions are
given on how to achieve a more meaninglul development by the year 2010 through communication.

COMMUNICATION DEFINED

Generally speaking, communication involves the sending of messages out. Sometimes these messages require
a response and other time a response is nol necessary. In reality, however, all communications require some

form of response. In this sense, one cannol truly conceive of some communication that does not requirca
response. |

Communication tpuches on cvery aspect of human activity. James ct al (1990:2) has argued that
communication in!hrms all of man’s actions because it is occasioned by man’s needs to interact with his
fellow man. Furthermore, that it serves as an instrument of social interaction. It helps us 1o understand
ourselves, to keep in touch with other people, to understand them and to predict their response to situations.

. ]
Another view of communication is one that sees it as describing situations where messages Now between
institutions, people, and media to the rural areas with or withowt feedback (TTedebro, 1982:4). The
assumplion here isithat most communication originate from urban arcas.
, :

1
A working definition for the purpose of this paper will conceive of communication using the mass mediat
reach out to a Inrgcl' population, usually residing in rural arcas. Communication is seen as messages usually

sent oul from the core (urban arcas and scat of Government) to urban and rural areas. The paper will later
examine whether responses are received.

THE PROCESS OF COMMUNICATION

There arc processes involved in communication. An individual may have a very good idea to improve the
generalily of socicty. This must be relayed in a way that it is understood as such. Bergin (1982:2) has
observed that because of the lack of a proper understanding of the principles and process of communication, |
many a good idea has never tzavelled beyond the mind of his creator. In his apinion that when we talk of
commumicaling we talk of the transmission ol information in its widest sense. Furthermore, that we consider
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wessages, Gicts, ideas and opinieas as well as feclings and cinotions, some of u!ihixh we indicate 1o others
withwout ever wealising we wie Juiig s0. |+

“James ¢l al (1990:4) also wgucs that the communication process involves actions, reactions, and interactions.
Bergin (1982:2) fuither opined (hat although men are individuals and are unique, they must live and work
with others. In doing so, man makes daily use of the process of communication. This he graphically presents
in fig. 1.

Fig 1: The Process of Communication !
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Source: Bergin, F (1982) Practical Communication, London: Pitman Books, p, 2.
1

James et al (1990:5) give a further illustration of the process of CDI'I]II.H.II'liB!:lliﬂIL They liken it o a
kindergarien swing on which a child sits and which once given an initial push continues swinging 1o and (ro
as long as there is enougl momentum left in it. This is the manner in which a conversation or any other
communication encounter develops and continues. Communication that will bring about change and MNational
development will involve this swinging back and forth in terms of message between the senders (in this case
the initiators of developiment ) and the respondents (in this ease the receivers of development initiative). We
shall now look at the nerrelationship between communication and du\rclﬂpmcuil‘

COMMUNICATION AND DEVELOPMENT |

Development involves cli. ges in social, political, economic and physical structures of mian that bring about
qualitative and quantitati . . change. The whole idea ubout development is man nnﬁulisﬁud with his present
condition and always lu.iing for new ways lo improve it At the National level, development should result
i overall improvement in the quality of lile and Gross National Product (GNP),
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There is a view that J-.:vulupmu:ul caniol lake place without adeguate communication. Niwosu, (1990:73) has
argued that huﬁlrt'iw:: can meaminglully employ communication (modern and tmdition:ﬂ}. in r.uml
development efforts) we must [irst adequately develop them, Furthermore, that any country that is serious
about rural development it should actually start by ensuring that its badilional and modern communication
media are well developed. This could partly be because through the mass media, a large number of people
can be reached at the same time. Electronic media penctrates some roral arens that may not be accessed
physically and casily.

A prominent feature of Third World countries is the concentration of the mass »»cdia in urban areas. Iedebn
(1982:116-117) agrées with this and further notes that this is where the e zated groups live, where the
highest number of lilerates is found, where the money is. He also observed that rural arcas generally have

a much poorer nmssl:m-:din structure. That if the aim is to promote development in the rural arcas, change
is required. ;

Development is about change and change must be communicated. When there is development and change
has taken place, this is also communicated back in the forms of standards or quality of life. This response
also allows one to see what is still not done and hence the need for further improvement. Either way,
communicalion is ¢entral and important. When the wreng message is communicated, the desired
development response may not be reccived. When the wrong response is communicated, it can also affect
the adequate measure or assessment of what actual change has taken place.

DEVELOPMENT AS A I'ROCESS

There are many dimensions to development. It is also true that varivus development processes deseribe
different dimensions of the overall structural transformation of a poor country into a rich one, Single
dimensions of the overall transformation such as industrialization or urbanization arc vsed to symbolize the
whole set of development processes. 1L is, however, more useful to consided these dimensions as scparale
processcs ul'n:lml'-g-::,_lsim:c they may grow al different rates even though all are highly correlated.

Adnan, et al (1991 :f-kn] have observed that development is a multi-dimensional process in which the non-
cconomic «n]iu'n.-:nsiq:rnr arc al least as important as the cconomic dimensions. It entails the simultancous
achicvement of a nunjber of objectives such as growih and equity. Social groups that were previously passive

now insist on participating actively in the development process, and sharing equitably in the fruits of
productivity.

Commenting on devejopment as a process Suld and Tyson (1978) quoted in Adnan et al (1991:6) observed
that:

|
Development is an historical process through which human beings chonse and create their
future within the context of their environment to achicve a humanist and ereative soc icly,
It is coneerned with the dignity of the individual, a sccure level of self-cstecem, and the
establishmenl ol institutions appropriate for these ends. Development is a process whose

| gy . . . -

goals are to realize the human being and whose success hinges upon the satisfaction of those
1

goals.

Alwed and Combs (1971:13) have observed that until recently, rural development was considered almost
synonymous with aglicultural output, and rising statistics of farm produclion were scen as the prime

- indicators of rural prn#rm‘ But a new and broad vision of what rural development means is now evolving
and replacing this simplistic view,
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I the develuping counbiics, especially digadia ruval communication is still very low, For the rual poor 1
lvose less and g more reguices seversals: spatials reversals in where prull:ss'u:umlxl)i\'u and work, s
decentralization ol resources and disciction, reversals in professional values and pre gronces, from a “L..
to a *last’ list and reversals in specializaiion, cnabling the identification and exploitatian by and for the puor
of gaps-under-recognized resources (L‘,Ir...nht:rs, 1983:168).

TOWARD INTEGRATED llli.llbtl.. DEVELOPMENT THROUGH COMMUNICATION

One of the greatest chiallenges Tor the twenty Tirst century for Nigeria is to develop a copnmunication network
that cllectively links the rural and uibaii aceas. Dakur and Gupiyem (1997:11) have spggested that this can
be achicved through the refishioning of tuial communitics by making them mecaningful to their inhabitanis
throvgh elfective infurmation services, Furthenmore, that information has the powef to level some of the
inequalities in National developiicul in any society. It can improve the quality of lives of rural inhabitants
and cnrich their damocratic participzativi. Rural commurication and Natienal developiment can only be
attained when information o the wuial dwellers involves ways to improve their farming lots, health care
system, political participation ang invulvement in all schemes of things undenaken by the Government. The
following suggestion will bie uselul if tigeria is to attain meaningful rural duvelupniuul by the year 2010.

a. There is need to develap an effective rail system Nationwide. This has a major advantage
of reducing prices of Ivodstuff and also opening up rural Nigeria fof lourists.

|
b. There is a need w develop road highway that will link up all State CTpilali in the Country.
This will compliment rail and air transportation. It will also enllance communication
Uurougle mails, i
|
c. The mass media shouid be developed 1o allow each State be aceessible through radio and
television. This has a time advantage and also cuts off the many int¢rmediaries thal could

interfere with messages [rom the Centre to the peripheries of Stale and the Counlry al large.
1

d. The World is guing clecirunic. To link up the Country 1o the *global village' there is also
need 1o fully develop e cleetricity poteatial of the country to allow for a more sieady
supply of clectricity in urban and rural arcas. This will make it ﬁussihlu for clectronic
linkage through E-isail und similar medium,

c. Itis not impossible 10 suggest that all Local Government headquarfers in the Counlry be

linked through digital wlephone. This will go a long way to case some of the problems of
linkage Nationwide.

CONCLUSION

not backed wilh articulated progriunncs of actions end up as mere hallucinations. Nigeria has a record of
good visionary leaders but bad achicvers. An example ol the correlation between dream and achievement
could be seen in President Geoge Washington of the United S |
preainess :ul' America about 220 yeurs ago.

Ndiulor (1996) has observed that events liave proved that most achicvers are good tlmﬁmum. Dut that dreams

ales of America'who saw the present

What Nigeria needs is the political will 1 achicve the dreams that our great leaders i) the past have always

had. 'l'llf.! vision 2010 is anollier of such great dreams. We need achicevers to actualize these dicams along the
suggestions we have made . cgarding comunication and rural development.

|
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