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Abstract: 

Trafficking in Persons is a global pandemic that has continued to undermine human rights growth and 

development. What is even more baffling is that cyberspace, which holds more promises for humanity, is 

flamboyantly beautifying the complexity of the heinous and despicable crime by becoming a viable tool for 

recruiting, transferring, and the exploitation of trafficked persons. This is primarily through the internet. 

Traffickers are now cashing in on the myriads of opportunities technology provides to perpetuate their illicit 

activities in the comfort of their living room, with a great shield of anonymity. This paper discussed trafficking 

in persons, information and communication technology, and human rights as relevant concepts. The article 

also examined the legal framework on human trafficking, primarily focussed on international instruments. The 

article further discussed some reasons why traffickers harness and use technology for their activities and how 

technology can be used as part of the solution to trafficking in persons. It was recommended that despite the 

use of technology by traffickers to achieve success in their inhuman and illegitimate trade, ICT could be used 

to achieve great fits for human development and advancement. One of these is the need to use ICT to combat 

trafficking through tracing suspected trafficking activities on the internet, conducting investigations, and 

generating evidence for prosecuting traffickers. 
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Introduction 

Centuries after the Abolitionism and the Industrial Revolution in Europe, which amongst other reasons gave 

rise to the abolition of the trans-Atlantic slave trade, one would expect that slavery should have been buried 

in the humanity archives and could only be exhumed in a historical discuss. However, today like in the 

inglorious days of the Stone Age, the menace has continued unabated. It is now a very lucrative international 
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criminal trade combated by every sovereign nation across the globe. This sort of trade is now mostly referred 

to as Trafficking in Persons.  

Until recently, slaves were an integral part of the economic and business environment and in fact, of 

the social fabrics of the society as well. However, a shift in ideology and values began to take hold on the 

global stage after the Second World War.

1The United Nations was the leading platform that facilitated this shift. According to Article 12, which 

aptly re-echoed the provisions of the 1789 French Declaration of the rights of man, states that “Human Rights 

are enshrined in the principles that all human beings are born free and with equal dignity and rights.”3 

Quite apart from international instruments protecting this human right, almost every country has put 

in place national anti-trafficking laws broadly modelled after the UN Trafficking in Persons Protocol. Despite 

these laudable efforts, people continue to be trafficked globally.4 No country in the world is immune from this 

modern-day slavery. The global picture of trafficking in persons is increasing, and the exact figures and 

magnitude appear elusive.5 

Trafficking in Persons is an organized crime. It is an operation carried on by a syndicate in a well 

thought out plan, and is coordinated through a viable network, running through both the recruiting, transferring 

and the destination countries.6 The ‘pimp’ who heads the syndicate is usually a wealthy individual, and in 

some climes referred to as the ‘Madam’ or ‘Italo sponsor.’ The pimp maintains a line of staff or co-conspirators 

who play specific roles in getting and facilitating their trips to destination countries,7 through these critical 

stages - recruitment stage, transitory stage and destination stage. 

Today, breakthroughs in technological advancement significantly influence the crime of trafficking in 

persons and present some challenges and opportunities.8 While there is frequent misuse of technology to 

facilitate trafficking in persons, its positive use can help anti-trafficking agencies combat the menace. It can 

 
1Michael Chidda, ‘Understanding Human Trafficking: Perspective from Social Science, Security Matters, Business and Human 

Rights’ Contemporary Social Science Journal of the Academy of Social Sciences October 2012, 

<https://www.researchgate.net/publication/256069530> Accessed 2 June 2020. 
2Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, <https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/> Accessed 3rd June 

2020. 
3Ibid. 
4United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime ‘2019 World Day Against Trafficking in Persons’<https://www.endht.org> Accessed  2 
June 2020.  
5 NHS Healthier Scotland <https://www.scotlandgov.uk/publications> Accessed 2 June 2020. 
6 Olaide A.G., 'International Perspective and Nigerians Laws on Human Trafficking' (1st Ed, Benin City All National Press; 2006) 

P.33 <https://www.justiceand democracy.org/trafic%20bk.pdf> Accessed 3 June 2020.  
7 Ibid. 
8 UN General Assembly,'Trafficking in Women and Girls. Report of the Secretary-General 2018 N0. A/73/23. P8 

<https://www.un.org/sec-gen> Accessed 1 June 2020. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/256069530
https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
https://www.endht.org/
https://www.scotlandgov.uk/publications
https://www.un.org/sec-gen
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aid investigations, enhancing prosecutions, raise awareness, provide services to victims and expatiate with 

high illumination the formation and operations of trafficking networks.9 There is no gainsaying technological 

advancement has proven to be a quintessential double-edged sword for and against the growth of human 

trafficking across the globe.  

Long gone are the days when human traffickers needed to have local contacts with potential victims 

during the recruitment process. Today, social media plays a significant role in how targets are found.10 In other 

words, combating trafficking in persons in this technology-driven era requires a new critical re-thinking. This 

is because as the tech sector evolves, it hatches endless opportunities in every sphere of human life, and of 

course, traffickers are equally cashing in on the new and easy way of recruiting their victims, with an accent 

on the role of social media.11 

Considering these unfolding realities, future successes in eradicating trafficking in persons in its many 

folds will depend mainly on how countries and societies are prepared and equipped to harness technology to 

their benefit. Trafficking in persons is a global social problem transiting at a speed faster than daylight. It is a 

global threat that touches every nook and cranny of the world12 and is manifestly an organized illicit trade that 

violates the inalienable rights of the victims. It is against this backdrop that this study shall x-ray the reasons 

why traffickers have embraced the tech-driven breakthrough as a veritable tool in carrying out their illicit 

activities and recommends ways through which these seasoned technologies can be harnessed as an 

indispensable tool to combat this global contemporary social problem. 

 

Conceptual Clarifications 

 The keywords employed in this study will briefly be discussed to lay a proper foundation for better 

appreciation. 

 

Trafficking in Persons 

Just like any subject on the front burner of international discussion, there are many attempts at defining the 

term. The Phrase ‘Trafficking in Persons’, ‘Human trafficking’ and ‘Modern Slavery’ have been considered 

as interchangeable umbrella term that refers to both sex and labour trafficking.13 Generally, human trafficking 

 
9 Ibid. 
10 Technology Abetting Traffickers and Eradicating Trafficking <https://www.ungift.or/2017/09> Accessed 2 June 2020. 
11 Ibid.    
12 United Nations Office on Drug and Crime, ‘Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2018’ 

<https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2018/GLOTiP-2018>   Accessed  4 June 2020. 
13 U.S Department of State ‘The 2019 Trafficking in Persons Report.’ United State Department of State Publication, June 

2019.<https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2019-Trafficking-in-Persons-Report.pdf>Accessed on 4 June 2020. 

https://www.ungift.or/2017/09
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2018/GLOTiP-2018
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is understood to refer to the process through which individuals are placed or maintained in exploitative 

situations for economic gains.14 

A working and a more encompassing definition of the term trafficking is that which is proffered by the 

provision of Article 3 of the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 

Especially Women and Children (also referred to as the “Palermo Protocol”). The article provides that: 

Trafficking in persons shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt 

of persons, employing threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, 

of deception, of the abuse of power or a position of vulnerability or the giving or receiving of 

payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for 

the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the 

prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery 

or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.”  

“The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended exploitation set forth in sub-

paragraph (a) of this article shall be irrelevant where any of the means set forth in sub-paragraph 

(a) have been used.”15 

 

In addition to the foregoing provisions, Article 3(c) and (d)16 extends the above definition of trafficking 

to cases where children are victims. It states: “The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt 

of a child for the purpose exploitation shall be considered “trafficking in persons” even if this does not involve 

any of the means set forth in sub-paragraph (a) of this article.”   

 Flowing from the above, we can infer that Trafficking in Persons connotes the recruitment of human 

persons, by deceptions or other manipulative means, to entice and transfer such person(s), from his/her comfort 

zone to an area of disadvantage for sexual and labour exploitations. 

 

Information and Communication Technology 

Information and Communication Technology (later in this paper referred to as "ICT") is an umbrella term that 

includes all technologies, for the manipulation and communication of information.17 ICT stands for 

 
14 Factsheet N0. 36, Human Rights and Human Trafficking 2014 <https://www.ohchr.org>FS3>PDF> Accessed on 4 June 2020. 
15Article 3(b) of the Palermo Protocol. 
16 ibid.  
17 J.E Owoeye, ‘Information Communication and Technology Use as a Predictor of Lawyers’ Productivity’ Digital Commons 

@University of Nebraska- Lincoln Library Philosophy and Practice 2011. <https://digitalcommos.unl.edu>lib> Accessed on 5 June 

2020.  
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Information Communication and Technology. It refers to technologies that provide access to information 

through telecommunications. This includes the internet, wireless networks, cell phones and other 

communication mediums.18 

 The above-cited definitions on ICT find friendship with the position of UNESCO, where it opined that 

ICT is a scientific, technological and engineering discipline, and the management techniques used in handling 

information with its applications and association with social, economic and cultural matters.19 

In light of the foregoing, it is clear that Information and Communication Technology can be described 

as technological machines or applications that enable the free access and transmission of information across 

geographical distances, through wireless connections to enhance social, economic and cultural relationships. 

 

Human Rights 

The indivisible union between the duo of human and rights are like the conjoined twins that cannot easily be 

separated.20 The term Human rights refer to those rights that inhere in the very nature of the human person. 

They define and affirm humanity, exist to ensure that human lives remain sacred, and guarantee that 

inhumanity and injustice are prevented and redressed.21 Human rights are inalienable rights and universal to 

every member of the human family, notwithstanding the race, ethnicity, religion or continent of a person.   

 

Modus Operandi Of Traffickers 

According to the most acceptable definition of trafficking in persons cited in the preceding discussion of this 

paper, trafficking in persons encompasses a vast myriad of activities which includes the use of people for 

exploitative gain, with essential elements that are central to the determination of whether an act qualifies as 

trafficking or not. This consists of the trio of: 

a) Action;  

b) Means; and 

c) Purpose. 

 

 
18 K.Ratheeswari, ‘Information Communications and Technology in Education’ Journal of Applied and Advanced Researched, 2018 

3(Supp:1) S45 –S47<https://www.researchgate.net/publication> Accessed on the 4th June 2020.   
19 UNESCO, ‘Information and communication technologies (ICT)’ <http://uis.unesco.org/en/glossary-term/information-and-
communication-technologies-ict> Accessed on 3 June 2020. 
20 Paul Manshak Dawap, “Insecurity as a Violation of Human Rights in Nigeria: A Case Study of the Middle-Belt and North-East” 

University of Jos, Law Journal Volume 1, N0. 1, 2019 P 390-402. 
21 Uchenna Emelonye “Rule of Law and Human Rights Development” cited in Aduba J. Nnamdi, ‘An Introduction to Human Rights 

Law in Nigeria’ (Innovative Communication; 2016) P3. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication
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a) The Action 

The action consists of the recruitment, transportation or transfer, harbouring or receipts of persons.22 

Human trafficking feeds a reprehensible global demand for cheap labour, commercial sex, organ 

harvesting, child soldiers and other degrading inhumane activities.23 

 

b) The Means 

The means connotes strategies usually employed by the traffickers to woo their victims. These 

strategies include deceptions, fraud, coercion or wooing them through legal means for ill-informed 

purposes. Human trafficking is characterized by wooing and/or recruitment, harbouring, and 

transferring people into a situation of exploitation using deception, coercion and forced labour. In other 

words, trafficking is a process of enslaving people, coercing them into a situation with no way out, and 

exploiting them. 

Traffickers employ the use of many routes and means to move their victims, mostly from 

African countries to their chosen destinations. But the Mediterranean route has become a kind of 

pressure-release valve for countries affected by corruption and extreme inequality.24 Some of these 

victims endure the dreaded sojourn, hoping to see the light at the end of the tunnel, and defy the endless 

death threats associated with a journey of this nature. Prominent amongst these threats are the 

inhabitable nature of the Sahara Desert leading to dehydration for those who are manipulated to enjoy 

the misadventure by foot, boat mishap and drowning at seas, and attacks by unknown shooters or 

pirates. This and many other causes often lead to the loss of lives. 

With the breakthrough in science, human trafficking is an apparent organized crime impacted 

by the global revolution in ICT. It is against this backdrop that technology has further compounded the 

already devastating situations of human trafficking across the globe. With the world already a global 

village, and like any other business, traffickers are equally using the online market system to carry out 

their illicit transaction in human persons. Technology has further accelerated the speed with which 

victims of trafficking are recruited and transferred to their destinations with less stress and without the 

 
22 Oluwakemi Omojola, ‘Human Rights-Based Approach to Human Trafficking in Nigeria’ University of Jos Law Journal Vol. 1 
Number 1, 2019. ISSN:0189/8884 
23 ibid.  
24United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (n4) 
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physical presence of the traffickers, leaving behind little or no trace at all. These explain why sex 

trafficking and sexual exploitation has become the fastest growing criminal enterprise in the world.25 

Traffickers are as diverse as the countries in which they operate. Some are poorly educated 

individuals who have few skills with the capacity to learn quickly, while others are respected members 

of the community as well as clandestine members who are well resourced and highly sophisticated.26 

Regardless of which end of the ‘sophistication spectrum’ traffickers operate and regardless of where 

in the world they carry on their activities, they all benefit from their criminal activities through 

advances in technology which makes it faster, more accessible (and ultimately more profitable) to 

conduct transactions.27 

 

c) The Purpose 

Human trafficking encompasses a wide variety of activities, from the use of people as “manpower” for 

criminal purposes (for example smuggling or selling drugs and weapons) to the actual act of slavery 

where people are used for forced domestic chores, labourers in construction sites or in rural areas 

without ruling out one of its worst variations - prostitution.28 

Moreover, Adepelumi opined that victims of trafficking especially Women and Girls are 

trafficked for domestic servitude and commercial sex exploitation, while boys are trafficked for force 

street trading, agriculture, mining and domestic service.29 This sad reality is not peculiar to one 

particular continent as Human Trafficking affects every continent across the globe, owing to its 

organized and syndicated transnational nature. 

Within the African Continent, the position of trafficking in persons is not at variance with what 

is obtainable in other continents. In fact, for most of the history of human Trafficking, Africa has been 

at the centre of it and recognized as an essential player in the global human trafficking industry.30 

 
25 Equality Now ‘Technology and Trafficking: The Need for a Stronger, Gendered and Cooperative 

Response’<https://www.equalitynow.org/technology_and_trafficking_the_need_for_a_stronger_gendered_and_cooperative_respo

nse>Accessed on 2 June 2020. 
26 Skinner, Robyn, Maher and Catherine, ‘Child Trafficking and Organized Crime: Where have all the Young Girls Gone? Youth 

Advocacy International (YAPI) Resources Paper P2 <https://www.tap.org>  Cited in 017 Workshop: Technology and Human 

Trafficking. 
27 Ibid. 
28Oluwakemi (n22) p. 250. 
29 Paul Adepelumi, ‘The Root Causes of Human Trafficking In Nigeria’ African Centre for Advocacy and Human Development 

<https://www.unodc.org/documents/congress/workshops2/presentaion_P_aDEPELUMI_aFRICAN_Centre_Pdf> Accessed on 3 

June 2020. 
30United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, ‘World Drug Report 2012. <https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-

analysis/WDR-2012.html> Accessed on 3 June 2020. 

https://www.tap.org/
https://www.unodc.org/documents/congress/workshops2/presentaion_P_aDEPELUMI_aFRICAN_Centre_Pdf
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Although the participation of countries across the continent in respect to human trafficking is similar, 

it differs in term of organization, flows and modus operandi. For instance, Nigeria has been identified 

as a source, transit and destination point for human trafficking.31 In Nigeria, traffickers use fraud and/or 

deceptions to recruit Women and Girls for jobs in Europe, and later force them into commercial sex, 

upon arrival.32 In Ghana, trafficking in persons takes the form of forced child labour in the fishing 

industries in the Lake Volta.33In the Benin Republic, traffickers also subject children to force labours 

and Market vending.34 Ethiopia is not left out as they incorporate some the areas of forced labour 

already mentioned. 

While in Africa, migrants head towards the Mediterranean, and unwittingly follow the ancient 

caravan routes of the trans-Saharan slave trade, black slaves and concubines were transported through 

the same remote desert villages for Eight hundred years. Now that the old slave routes are ungovernable 

and awash in weapons, tens of thousands of persons who set out voluntarily find themselves trafficked, 

traded between owners, and forced to work as labourers or prostitutes. The men who enter debt 

bondage come from all over Africa, but the overwhelming majority of females are a strikingly narrow 

profile. They are mostly teenage girls from around Benin, the capital of Edo State in Southern 

Nigeria.35 

These persons are trafficked to countries like Libya, Saudi Arabia, Italy, France, Spain, the 

Netherlands, Belgium, Austria, Norway, and a small number in the United States and Asia for sexual 

exploitation and domestic servitudes. An estimated 70, 000 to 100,000 persons are trafficked annually 

in Nigeria, and over 75 per cent of victims are trafficked across the states. Twenty-three (23) percent 

are trafficked within states Nigeria, while 2 percent are trafficked outside the country.36 

Globally, about 40.3 million people have been trafficked as of 2016, including 24.9 million in 

forced labour and 15.4 million in forced marriage. Out of the 24.9 million people trapped in forced 

labour, 16 million people are exploited in the private sector in domestic work, construction or 

agriculture; 4.8 million persons in forced sexual exploitation and 4 million persons in forced labour 

 
31 Dambazau A.B., Criminology and Criminal Justice (2nd Ed. Spectrum Books Ltd, 2007) PP. 28 -135  
32U.S Department of State (n13). 
33Ibid p.12. 
34 Ibid  
35 Ben Taub, ‘The Desperate Journey of a Trafficked Girl ’ The New Yorker, A Reporter at Large, April 2017 Issue 

<http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/04/the-desperate-journey-of-a-trafficked-girl>accessed on 5 June 2020. 
36United Nations Office on Drug and Crime, ‘Prevention of Human Trafficking <https://www.unodc.org/nigeria/en/prevention-
of-human-trafficking.html> Accessed on 4June 2020. 

http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/04/the-desperate-journey-of-a-trafficked-girl
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imposed by state authorities. Women and Girls are disproportionately affected by forced labour 

accounting for 99% of the victims in the sex industry.37 

In some parts of Asia, the development is not at variance with what is obtainable in parts of 

Africa. In Japan, trafficking in persons is done through commercial sex exploitation of children.38 In 

Pakistan, the most significant human trafficking problem is the practice of debt bondage, in which 

employers use an initial debt to force people to work and trap them. Although the Pakistani laws 

criminalize this form of forced labour, enforcing these laws remains inadequate, and many landowners 

continue to exploit bonded labourers with impunity39 In Yemen, the ongoing conflict has led to many 

human rights violations, with parties using child soldiers. According to a UN report, there have been 

842 verified cases of the recruitment and use of boys as young as 11 years old.40 In South Asia and 

central Asia, trafficking for forced labour and sexual exploitation were detected in near equal 

proportions.41 

In the United Kingdom (UK), gangs force British children to carry drugs. According to the UK 

National Crime Agency Data in 2017, the largest group of potential victims referred to the National 

Referral Mechanism were UK nationals.42 Very similar to the preceding is the position in the United 

States, where traffickers prey on children in the foster care system. Recent reports have consistently 

indicated that a large number of victims of child sex trafficking were at one time in the foster care 

system.43 

In North America, Traffickers in Brazil under the guise of religious mandates exploit Brazilian 

victims in forced labour on farms, factories and restaurants after victims join particular churches or 

religious cults.44 Similarly, Argentine men, women and children are victims of sex and labour 

trafficking in other countries.45 

In Austria, human traffickers exploit domestic and foreign victims in the country. Traffickers 

primarily exploit women and girls in sex trafficking and women and men in forced labour.46 

 
37 International Labour Organization <https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced_labour/lang--en/index.html>Accessed on 2 June 

2020. 
38 U.S Department of State (n13). 
39 Ibid  
40 Ibid. 
41 United Nations Office on Drug and Crime (n12). 
42 Ibid. 
43 Ibid. 
44 U.S Department of State (n13). 
45 Ibid 
46 Ibid 

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced_labour/lang--en/index.html
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Trafficking by sexual exploitation is the most detected form of trafficking globally. Victims trafficked 

for sexual exploitation comprised 59% of reported victims in 201647 

Consequent on the foregoing facts, it is pertinent to note that in most cases of trafficking, sexual 

and labour exploitation accounts for over 70% of the purpose for which victims are trafficked, while a 

little percent goes for child soldiers, child begging, and debt bondage amongst other purposes. 

 

Root Causes Of Trafficking  

Trafficking can occur anywhere, as long as the environment inherently contains vulnerable  conditions.48 

People in vulnerable and precarious situations look for ways out of their desperation and can fall prey to human 

traffickers.49 It happens in every country in the world, and in many different forms; It is a demand-driven 

business with a huge market for cheap labour and commercial sex. However, the remote causes of trafficking 

in persons are manifestly the same, throughout the world,50in other words, these causes have global resonance, 

the continental and regional divide notwithstanding. These factors are hereunder discussed as follows: 

a) Poverty: Poverty is one of the largest contributors to human trafficking and ultimately accounts for the 

most trafficking cases. It can drive both the actions of victims and the traffickers. The quest for survival 

is the engine’s driving force for trafficking in humans,51 especially in a world where life is fast 

becoming the survival of the fittest. Even though, the world has enough wealth and resources to ensure 

that the entire human race enjoys basic standard of living, yet people in countries like Burundi, the 

Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of Congo,52 Sudan, Nigeria and Sierra Leone will 

reckon with the poverty force. 

       Accordingly, Poverty Mathematician, Eli Khamarov opined that ‘poverty is like the punishment 

for a crime you didn’t commit.’ Dictatorial and corrupt governments can turn what could be a very rich 

nation into a poor one.53 For instance, although Sierra Leone is extremely rich in diamonds, yet very 

 
47 United Nations Office on Drug and Crime (n12). 
48 Shashi Punam ‘Human Trafficking: Causes and Implications’ Research Gate Online Publication. 

<https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338457522> Accessed on the 6th June 2020. 
49 Ibid. 
50 Human Rights Careers, ’10 causes of Human Trafficking’ <https://www.humanrightscareers.com/issues/10causes-of-human-

trafficking/ > Accessed 5th June 2020. 
51 Truong, Thanh Dam, ‘Poverty, Gender and Human Trafficking in Sub-Saharan Africa: rethinking best practices in migration 

management’ UNESCO Project to Fight Human Trafficking in Africa 2006 (SHS/CCT/2006/PI/H/1) 

<https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000143227 > Accessed on 5 June 2020.  
52 Luca Ventura ‘Poorest Countries in the World 2020’ <https://www.gfmag.com/global-data/economic-data/the-poorest-countries-

in -the- world> Accessed on 5 June 2020.  
53 Samuel Stebbins, ‘These are among the 25 Poorest Countries in the World’ <https://www.usatoday.com> Accessed on 5th June 

2020. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/338457522
https://www.humanrightscareers.com/issues/10causes-of-human-trafficking/
https://www.humanrightscareers.com/issues/10causes-of-human-trafficking/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000143227
https://www.gfmag.com/global-data/economic-data/the-poorest-countries-in%20-the-%20world
https://www.gfmag.com/global-data/economic-data/the-poorest-countries-in%20-the-%20world
https://www.usatoday.com/
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poor. Central African Republic is the lowest and poorest of any country in the world, despite the 

abundance of wealth of resources like gold, diamonds and oil.54 The story is not any different from the 

Nigerian situation which despite being the top oil exporter in Africa, hosts about forty percent of her 

citizens living below the poverty line.55 The position is very similar in Haiti, Solomon Island, war-torn 

places like Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran and Yemen. 

The aforementioned countries despite being blessed with different natural resources like gold, 

diamonds, cocoa, tin, and crude oil, are respectively crippled with what appeared as endless poverty, 

incessant conflicts and political instability, thereby creating situations of vulnerability for most of its 

citizens. This unfortunate regime of events drives victims into the waiting arms of traffickers, who are 

usually ‘Wolves’ in ‘Sheep’ clothing, luring them as goods and/or tools for their illicit business. 

 

b) Unemployment: Lack of legitimate and fulfilling employment opportunities for most citizens in 

developing countries, can increase their chances of becoming vulnerable to traffickers. Traffickers 

usually offer seemingly legitimate jobs, both within and outside the country, to people who cannot not 

secure them otherwise, only to lure them into force labour, sex trafficking, bonded labour etc.56 

Populations living in deplorable economic conditions often seek to migrate, in search of better 

opportunities; the destination of that migration is usually into bigger cities,57 and countries. 

 

c) Political Instability: The fuel to these inhuman crimes is usually the socio-political instability and 

insecurity situations in most affect countries.58 Conflicts in Iraq and Syria, and the economic crisis in 

West Asia, North Africa and across the lethal Mediterranean, have produced a tide of humanity crimes 

sweeping through these areas. These individuals are falling in and out of the hands of traffickers and 

smugglers as they seek safe sanctuaries.59 Extreme fragile and developing economies have either 

recently undergone civil wars or are suffering from sectarian or ethnic conflicts.60 Traffickers easily 

 
54 Ibid. 
55 Ajazeera, ‘Forty Percent of Nigerians Live Below the Poverty Line.’ Reuters 

<https://www.aljazeera.com/amp/economy/2020/5/4/forty-percent-of-nigerians-live-below-the-poverty-line-report>  Accessed 

on the 6th June 2020. 
56 Human Rights Careers (n50) 
57 Uri Dadush and Mona Niebhuhr ‘The Economic Impact of Forced Migration’ 

<https://carnegieendowment.org/2016/04/22economic-impact-of-forced-migration-pub-63421> Accessed on the 6th June 2020. 
58 Yury Fedotov ‘Insecurity Caused By Migration can Fuel Human Trafficking from Conflict Zones’ 

<https://www.hindustantimes.com/analysis/insurity-caused-by-migration-can-fuel-human-trafficking-from-conflict-zones/story> 

Accessed on 6th June 2020. 
59 Ibid. 
60 Truong, Thanh Dam (n51). 
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prey on and coerce into the trafficking industry, people who are susceptible and desperate for change 

in their social lives, and who are fleeing their homes because of hardship, natural disasters conflicts or 

political instability. The displacement of populations increases individuals’ emotional vulnerability.61 

 

d) Demand for Cheap Labour and Huge Profits: According to the International Labour Organization, 

the human trafficking industry generates a profit of $150 billion annually. Two- third is made from 

commercial sexual exploitation, while the remainder comes from forced economic exploitation such 

as domestic works and agriculture.62 Human Trafficking is the fastest –growing and second largest 

criminal industry in the world, after drug trafficking.63 The continuous demand for cheap labour and 

the exploitative tendencies of the traffickers, usually account for the growth of the menace. 

 

e) Lack of Adequate Regulatory Frameworks: Trafficking in Persons is most often, encouraged by lack 

of the political will of government of Sovereign States through its respective regulatory institutions to 

prosecute the perpetrators of this illicit trade. Where there are existing legislations, such legislations 

are very inadequate for curtailing the accelerating speed of the menace, especially with the rapid 

expansion of networks and technological breakthroughs, as well as lack of commitment to enforce the 

existing legislations.64  

The root causes of trafficking are many and are often driven or influence trafficking in a very 

significant manner. Some of these factors are poor condition of living, social injustice, lack of respect for 

human rights, political and economic instability. Other causes include, poor border control, corruptions, lack 

of public enlightenment campaigns or awareness, and gender inequality, as well as inhumanity of man to 

man. 

 

The Legal Framework On Human Trafficking 

Due to the complex nature of trafficking, there exists a plethora of international and municipal laws, 

international charters, international treaties and conventions have been made. A consideration of some of the 

relevant international instruments is given below. 

a) The United Nations Protocol on Trafficking in Persons65 

 
61 Shashi Punam (n48)  
62 Ibid. 
63 <https://www.borgenproject.org/5-causes-0f-human-trafficking/> Accessed on the 6th June 2020.  
64 Shashi Punam (n48)). 
65The United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, 

supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. 

https://www.borgenproject.org/5-causes-0f-human-trafficking/
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The United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 

Especially Women and Children, which supplements the United Nations Convention against 

Transnational Organized Crime (hereinafter referred to as “the Palermo Protocol” ) as adopted by the 

United Nations General Assembly vide resolution 55/25 of November 15, 2000, was entered into on 

the 25th day of December 2003. This was done to supplement the United Nations Conventions Against 

Transnational Organized Crimes being a wide-range international agreement to address the crime of 

trafficking in persons.66 It is the most comprehensive of the three Palermo Protocols against 

contemporary social problems. The others are the ‘Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by 

Land, Sea and Air,’ and ‘The Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing and Trafficking in Firearms. 

This Protocol is also geared towards assisting victims of human trafficking get help and enhance 

cooperation amongst sovereign States in achieving the set objectives contained in the preamble of the 

Protocol. The set object is declared to include an effective action to prevent and combat trafficking in 

persons, especially in women and children, which requires a comprehensive international approach. 

The Protocol is made up of 20 articles and subdivided into four parts. Part I houses the General 

Application, and covers articles 1-5;part II provides for the protection of victims of trafficking in 

person (articles 6 -8); part III provides for the prevention, cooperation and other measures to be taken 

in trafficking case (articles 9-13); while the concluding part of the Protocol (part IV) provides for 

articles 14 -20 of the Protocol. As of March 31 2019, about 173 parties ratified the Palermo Protocol 

and 168 countries enacted domestic legislation criminalizing trafficking according to this legal 

framework. 

Having been ratified by about 173 countries, the Palermo Protocol marks a very critical era in 

the anti-trafficking crusade and the transition into the modern movement against trafficking in persons 

within the international community. It is the first instrument to give a very succinct definition of the 

term ‘Trafficking in Persons’ and provided elaborate insights into its many forms. It also provided an 

effective framework for combating trafficking, through prevention, law, enforcement, protection and 

repatriation.67  

 
66 Janice G. Raymond, ‘ The New UN Trafficking in Protocol’ Women’s Studies International Forum 

<https://www.researcggate.net/publication/>  Accessed on 5 June 2020. 
67 Kelly E. Hyland, ‘The Impact of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 

Children’, WCL Journals & Law Reviews 2001 (HRBRIEF Vol. 8 Iss. 2) 

<https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief/vol8/iss2/12/ > Accessed on the 7th June 2020.  

https://www.researcggate.net/publication/
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Nigeria is one of the signatories to the Palermo Protocol having ratified same on the 28th day 

of June 2000.68 Despite over two decades of ratifying the said Protocol, Nigeria is perceived as having 

earned an unenviable reputation for being among the global leaders in the infamous crime, especially 

for her role in recruitment, transit and transportation of victims. 

 

b) The United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, 200069 

On 15 November 2000, the General Assembly of the United Nations in its resolution 55/25 adopted 

the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and came into force on the 12th 

December 2000.70 The said instrument is made up of 41 articles, which provided for the prevention of 

organized crime, protection of victims,71 specialized investigative techniques,72jurisdictions,73 

prosecution and sanctions,74 amongst other relevant provisions that relate to trafficking in persons. 

 

c) The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989. 

This is a legally binding international instrument setting out the civil, political, economic, social and 

cultural rights of every child regardless of their race, religion, ethnicity or abilities.75 In 2000, two 

optional protocols were added to the convention on the right of the child; the first optional Protocol 

requires the government of Member States to ensure that children under the age of 18 are not forcibly 

recruited into their armed forces.76 The second optional Protocol calls on Member States to prohibit 

child prostitution, child pornography and the sale of children into slavery.77 

The instrument consists of 42 articles that set out children’s rights and insist on how the 

government of Member States should work together to make them available to all children. The 

 
68 United Nations Treaty Collections, ‘Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 

Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (New York, 15 November 2000) 

<https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=XVIII-12-a&chapter=18&lang=en> Accessed on the 7th 
June 2020. 
69 Also refers to as the Palermo Convention. 
70 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, ‘United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the 

Protocols Thereto’ <https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/organized-crime/intro/UNTOC.html> Accessed on 4 June 2020. 
71 Article 25 of the UNTOC 2000. 
72 Article 20 Ibid. 
73 Article 15 Ibid.  
74 Article 11 Ibid. 
75United Nations Human Rights. ‘Convention on the Rights of the Child’ 

< https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.>  Accessed on 4 June 2020.   
76 Ibid.  
77Ibid. See also The Summary of the UN’S Convention on the Rights of the Children Rights Alliance 

<https://www.childrensrights.ie>  Accessed on 5 June 2020. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc
https://www.childrensrights.ie/
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convention contains provisions relating to the protection and promotion of the rights of the child against 

any form of abuse, trafficking in persons inclusive.  

 

d) Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women, 1979. 

This instrument was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly resolution 34/180 of 

18thDecember 1979 and was accordingly entered into force on 3rd September 1981.78 It is made up of 

30 articles, which is sub-divided into six parts. Part I contain articles 1 - 6, part II has articles 7 – 9, 

part III contains articles 10 – 14, part IV has articles 15 – 16, part V housed articles 17- 22, and the 

concluding part provided for articles 23 – 30. 

  One would expect that with the array of international treaties and legal instruments discussed 

above, the number of prosecution of traffickers should have skyrocketed especially with entering of 

the Palermo Protocol, as well as other existing related legislations. However, the numbers of adoption 

and ratification of these instruments by state parties have not translated into increased conviction of 

Traffickers. In the wake of this reality more needs to be done. 

Within the Nigerian context, apart from being signatories to some of the aforementioned 

international instruments, the ground norm of the land; the Constitution of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria 1999 (as amended), specifically section 34 of the constitution, is very instructive. Every 

individual is entitled to respect for the dignity of his person and accordingly, no person shall be 

subjected to torture or inhuman or degrading treatments.79 Similarly, no persons shall be held in slavery 

or servitude,80 and no person shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour.81  

In consideration of the role Nigeria plays in trafficking network, and further to its constitutional 

provisions, the Federal Government of Nigeria passed into law the Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) 

Law Enforcement and Administration Act in 2003. Which prohibits all forms of trafficking and it 

introduced, for the first time, severe penalties for the crime of trafficking. The amendment in 2015 was 

aimed at enhancing a comprehensive legal framework for the prohibition, detection, prosecution and 

punishment of traffickers. Despite this municipal legislation, the successes achieved in curtailing the 

continuous growth of the crime in Nigeria leaves more to be desired. 

  

 
78United Nations Human Rights, ‘Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women New York, 18 

December 1979’ <https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cedaw>  Accessed on 5 June 2020.  
79 CFRN 1999 (as amended) S. 34(1)(a) 
80 S. 34(1)(b) Ibid. 
81 S.34(1)(c) Ibid. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cedaw
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Reasons Why Traffickers Harness Technology 

Connections in the cyberspace and social media networks have become the fulcrum of human interactions in 

modern societies. Thus, the online domain has opened new pathways for traffickers to identify, contact and 

entrap victims in exploitative ploys.82 the ‘Internet’ as is colloquially used, provides a broad array of social 

media platforms, most of which facilitate the sharing of pictures, text and/or video, and guarantees anonymity 

to a degree of certainty by limiting physical interaction.83 This is the essential reasons for its use by traffickers. 

Its variants include: 

a) IT Facilitates Their Activities 

According to an analysis of cases in the 2018 UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons, 

perpetrators sequence their actions by identifying potential victims on the various social media 

platforms, establishing a relationship of trust and subsequently entrapping them in exploitative 

situations.84 

 

b) The anonymity of Traffickers Online 

As a cover, traffickers adopt the use of technology because it affords them the opportunities to carry 

out the illicit trade online having their real identities shielded. Victims are recruited using fake or 

hacked social media accounts. In this regard, perpetrators and their associates communicate through 

social media platforms via encrypted applications or use the dark web.85 

 

c) Creating A New Market for New Marketers with Less Risk 

Given the astronomic increase in the use of the cyberspace, there appears to be a buoyant online 

trafficking market for perpetrating such criminal trade. Technology and specifically the internet, help 

traffickers advertise fake prospective jobs to victims and connect easily with large users.86 The 

Traffickers can live stream dramatized events of the beneficiaries (victims) of their deception living 

large (wealthy), to reach a broader market of potential victims who may never have any physical 

contacts with them.  

 

d) Insufficient Legal Frameworks on Illicit Online Activities 

 
82 United Nations Office on Drug and Crime (n12) 
83 Ibid.  
84 Ibid. 
85 Ibid. 
86 Ibid. 
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Owing to the insufficient legal frameworks on the continuous growing illicit activities online, and the 

problem of inadequately trained personnel cripples the effective investigations and eventual 

prosecution of traffickers. It gives traffickers an array of hope to recruit and manipulate their victims 

easily with very little or no trace at all. Being an organized crime, it is now less risky to woo and recruit 

their targeted victims online, than it has ever been. 

 

e) The Limitless Nature of the Online World 

Due to the endless possibilities of the various social media platforms, the online world is limitless with 

tens of thousands of websites, chat rooms, applications and online video games, most of which can be 

associated with the ‘human trafficking criminal enterprises.’ In fact, “Sites for online classified ads, 

selling sex, are widely used by human traffickers to support their pernicious business. The sheer 

quantity of ads makes manual exploration and analysis unscalable.”87 

 

f) Lack of Capacity  

The Global community cannot contend with the travelling speed of trafficking in persons using 

technology, especially with the weak cooperation between national and international institutions in the 

fight against this organized but illicit trade. 

 

g) Unidentified Legal Means of Receiving Profits.   

According to the International Labour Organization, human trafficking is an enormous, global criminal 

industry that generates over $150 billion per year.88 Many of these transactions are concluded using 

the cyberspace through mobile banking, internet banking and crypto-currency (digital currency). In 

recent times, cryptocurrency is the most widely used currency for transactions by traffickers due to its 

form and volatility. Prominent crypto-currencies include Bitcoin, Litecoin, Bitcoin Cash, Ripple, 

Ethereum, Tokens. These digital currencies can be used to purchase goods and services online. They 

are neither tied to any government nor backed by any international bank. Digital currency is 

untraceable, the more reason why it is favoured by human traffickers, drug pushers and arms dealers 

 
87 Rebecca Portnoff and others, Backpage and Bitcoin: ‘Uncovering Human Traffickers’ 1595-1604. 10.11 (2017) 

<https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318919517_Backpage_and_Bitcoin_Uncovering_Human_Traffickers > Accessed 3 

August 2020 
88 International Labour Organization (ILO), ‘Profits and Poverty: The Economics of Forced Labour’ International Labour 

Office(ILO) Report (2014) under the Special Action Programme to Combat Forced Labour (SAP-FL)  

<https://www.ilo.org/global/publications/ilo-bookstore/order-online/books/WCMS_243391/lang--en > accessed 3 August 2020. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318919517_Backpage_and_Bitcoin_Uncovering_Human_Traffickers
https://www.ilo.org/global/publications/ilo-bookstore/order-online/books/WCMS_243391/lang--en
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who operate and transact in the illicit markets. “It allows traffickers to anonymously buy and sell 

women and girls for sex without the fear of legal repercussions.”89 

Moreover, the above position was aptly captured by “Neil Walsh, chief of the Cybercrime and 

Anti-Money Laundering arm of the UN’s Office on Drugs and Crime, when he said that the 

anonymizing and pseudo-anonymizing attributes of cryptocurrencies provide a new layer of secrecy 

that favours the criminals.”90 He notably raised concerns about the massive role digital currencies 

played on clandestine child trafficking industry when he maintained that with the use of 

cryptocurrencies, it is challenging for investigators to track down, try and manage the risk of its 

occurrence.91 

 

Technology as part of the solution to trafficking in persons. 

Technology has manifestly become an indispensable aspect of our lives, notwithstanding its negative impacts 

on the growth and development of trafficking in persons. It is imperative to state that technology is less a curse 

despite its negative impact. It is more of a blessing and can be harnessed towards finding lasting solutions to 

nip in the bud, the accelerating speed of Trafficking in Persons in the following aspects:  

a) Investigations: 

Given the complex and sophisticated nature of the crime of trafficking in persons, it is expedient to 

employ technology to enhance the carrying on of highly classified investigations, and the eventual 

prosecution of perpetrators of this illicit trade. This is per the provision of Article 27(3) of the 

Transnational Organized Crime Convention, which beckons States to “…endeavours to conduct law 

enforcement cooperation in order to respond to transnational organized crime committed through the 

use of modern technology.”92 

The many achievements of Interpol, highlight the potential offered by technology as a medium of 

global law enforcement cooperation against trafficking in persons,93and other transnational organized 

criminal activities. Among its critical activities in this regard, Interpol provides an intelligent 

 
89 Michelle Lillie,‘Business, Capitalism, Labour Trafficking, and Sex Trafficking’ cited in ‘Bitcoin Fuels the Human Trafficking 
Market’<https://humantraffickingsearch.org/bitcoin-fuels-the-human-trafficking-market/> accessed 3 August 2020. 
90 Daniel Kuhn, ‘A top United Nations (UN) official said cryptocurrencies are making international efforts to combat terrorist 
financing, money laundering and cyber-crime “exceptionally difficult.”’ <https://www.coindesk.com/un-official-cryptocurrency-
makes-policing-child-trafficking-exceptionally-difficult> accessed 3 August 2020. 
91 ibid 
92 See the Legislative Guide for the Implementation of the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime and 

the Protocol. UNODC, October 2004, P.237. 
93 ibid. 
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clearinghouse on traffickers, to facilitate the identification of international links in trafficking 

investigations.94 The Virtual Global Taskforce,95 and the Internet Watch Foundation96 are prominent 

amongst other functional investigative international organizations. 

All the above mentioned and a host of other international organizations play a very significant role 

in helping out with the online investigations of illicit activities such as trafficking in persons, drugs 

and internet fraud/scam. 

 

b) Effective Policing of the Cyberspace 

Since transnational organized illicit and other criminal businesses use technology to their advantage, 

it is only expedient that Sovereign States explore ways in which technology can be harnessed for 

effective policing. With the rising wave of crime perpetrated on both physical and non-physical 

environments (the cyberspace), it becomes imperatives for law enforcement agencies across the globe, 

to undergo computer-based training, for practical learning of the ICT and its workings. They should 

be taught how to read encrypted messages of transactions. More so, that a training module on human 

trafficking has already been designed for law enforcement personnel across the globe with the overall 

objective of providing basic understanding of human trafficking to better detect and respond to 

crime.97 

 

c) Interception of Traffickers Communication and Documents 

Modern technological gadgets can be used by law enforcement agencies, to intercept or interrupt 

trafficking information through the appointment of an agent Provocateur to serve as a spy for the sole 

purpose of unearthing secrete trafficking activities on the internet and other platforms. 

 

d) Generating Evidence for Prosecution of Traffickers 

Technology can be used to generate computer-based/electronic evidence such as audio-visual 

recordings, email and fax communications, which can be used for the prosecution of offenders or 

perpetrators of human trafficking in municipal courts across the globe. Especially since the 

 
94 Interpol, ‘Our Role in Fighting Human Trafficking.’<https://www.interpol.int/en/Crimes/Human-trafficking/Our-role-in-fighting-

human-trafficking> Accessed on 3June 2020.   
95 The Virtual Global Taskforce has the critical objectives of making the internet safer, and trace and locate children at risk and save 

them and to hold perpetrators accountable. See <https://www.virtualglobaltaskforce.com> Accessed on 4 June 2020. 
96 The foundation is a UK hotline for internet users, aimed at minimizing content such as child abuse. 
97 United Nations Office on Drug and Crime, ‘eLearning Newsletter’ UNODC Global eLearning(March - April 2017, Issue No. 12) 

<https://www.unodc.org/documents/elearning//2017.05.11_Newsletter_ISSUE_12.pdf> Accessed on 4 June 2020.  
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admissibility of the computer-generated evidence is no longer an issue in most Corpus juris across 

the globe.  

Electronic evidence provides unique information that may otherwise be available in tangible 

form or from other sources. It is now commonplace in both criminal and civil cases.98  As far back as 

1977, Justice Clark of the Illinois Supreme Court held in Grand Liquor CO. v Department of 

Revenue,99 that “The problem we now face is that evidentiary rules must accommodate the automated 

record-keeping system of sophisticated technology.” 

By the foregoing, the United State has over the years continued to accommodate the 

development brought by technology in adjudicating matters brought before its courts, especially if 

such evidence is relevant, reliable, and admissible.  A handy example is the case of United State v 

Ganoe,100 where electronic evidence was heavily relied upon in the prosecution of the Defendant for 

child pornography.  

In Nigeria, for instance, the case of Kubor v Dickson101is quite instructive on the admissibility 

of computer/electronically generated evidence in relation to its being relevant, reliable, pleaded and 

admissible102 In Europe, especially in England, a discussion on the issue of admissibility of an 

electronically generated evidence, the case of Pereira Fernands v Mehta,103 where the principles in 

the above cited cases were reiterated.  

 

e) Using Technology to Testify in Trial 

With the innovations of ICT applications such as Video Conferencing, Zoom, Skype, Webinars and 

other sophisticated technology-driven software, trials can be conducted virtually. This may be the 

situation where witnesses in a particular case are not within the Court’s jurisdiction.  It may also be 

necessary to employ the use of these technology situations where securing the attendance of a party 

or its witness cannot be done without incurring a reasonable cost or posing danger to their lives.   

 

 

 

 

 
98 Mark L. Krotoski, ‘ Effectively Using Electronic Evidence Before and at Trial’ 59 United States Attorneys’ Bulletin 52 – 71 (Nov 

2011), <https://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/fola_reading_room/usab5906.pdf> Accessed on 4 June 2020. 
99 (1977) 67 III 2d 195, 367 N. E 2d 1238,1240  
100 538 F.3d 1117 (9th Cir.2008), 129 S.Crt. 2037 (2009). 
101 (2012) LPELR-9817 (SC). 
102 Section 84 of the Evidence Act 2011. 
103 (2001) ALL ER891 
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Conclusion 

Human trafficking is a crime in international law104 and the domestic legislations of many nations. It is a gross 

violation of human rights carried on through the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt of 

persons, usually by deception, fraud or coercion. It does not always involve the movement of persons from 

one place to the other as victims can be trafficked within their immediate locality. Traffickers use modern 

technologies, which provide a ‘gladiator’s shield’ from being traced. This undermines the efficiency of the 

plethora of international and national laws enacted to combat this human right tragedy. Indeed, what need be 

done is to evolve effective ways of tracing, investigating and prosecuting traffickers using these technologies. 

 
104 Article 3(a) of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children. 


